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Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. Section 1 .97 
and 1 .98 is being submitted before the first Office Action in order that the Patent and 
Trademark Office may consider the relevancy of certain information to the invention 
described and claimed in the subject application, and in compliance with the 
regulations concerning information disclosure statements. 

As permitted by 37 C.F.R. 1 .98(d)(1) and (2), Applicants are not supplying 
herewith copies of any patent, publication, pending U.S. application or other 
information listed on the accompanying Form PTO 1 449. 

"Express Mail" mailing label number EV236881996US 

Date of Deposit December 1 . 2003 

I h reby certify that this paper or f e is being deposited with the Unit d 
States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service 
under 37 CFR 1 .10 on the date indicated above and is address d to the 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademark Offic , Arlington, VA 22313- 
1450. 
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The present application is a Continuation application of U.S. Patent 
Application Serial Number 09/598,423, filed June 20, 2000, (the "Earlier 
Application(s)") which Earlier Application(s) is (are) relied upon for an earlier 
effective filing date under 35 U.S.C. Section 120. The Information cited on the 
accompanying Form PTO 1449 was cited in and copies thereof were provided with 
one or more Information Disclosure Statements and/or Forms PT01449 filed in the 
Earlier Appiication(s). 

More particularly, this Information was cited and copies thereof were provided 
in the Earlier Application(s) by way of: 

Form PTO 1449 filed June 20, 2003 in Serial Number 09/598,423. 

Additional Information may have been cited in, and copies thereof may have 
been provided by the U.S.P.T.O. with, one or more Forms PTO 892 in the Earlier 
Application(s). Applicants request that such Information also be made of record in 
the case. 

This Information Disclosure Statement should not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made, that additional Information material to 
the examination of this application does not exist, that any document mentioned 
herein constitutes prior art, or that the documents listed severally or in any 
combination with one another or with any other information, are believed to render 
any claim in the subject application prima facie unpatentable. 
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